
T
he rose candle is lit on our
Advent Wreath and the Latin

title for today's celebration tells
us "Rejoice!" St Paul, in our sec-
ond Reading, encourages us: "Be
happy at all times ... God has
called you and he will not fail
you." We take stock, half way
through our Advent wait, and re-
mind ourselves of the joy that is
to come with the birth of our
Saviour - a birth we can experi-
ence in so many different ways,
fulfilling all our deepest longings.

In days past, when Advent was
seen as a penitential season
(much the same as Lent), this day
of mid-term rejoicing might have
held a stronger significance. And
yet, in today's world, there is a
particular poignancy to the fact
that our "Gaudete" is quite differ-
ent from the "rejoicing" that is
going on around us. The world
rejoices that we are in the festive
season. This is Christmas, the
time for parties and merriment,
the time to talk of a season of
good will - and to lament that real
good will is so hard to find. Chris-
tians, on the other hand, rejoice
today in the certainty that Christ
will come. We rejoice as we wait
for a real season of good will in
the future. Throughout Advent,
we have recognised our own
shortcomings and the shortcom-
ings of our world, and our great-
est source of joy today is the
promise that Christ will bring into
this world of emptiness and fail-
ure a "Word" which makes all
things whole again. Christ will be
himself that Word, and he will not
fail us. We can join in the parties
and share the fun with anyone -
but such things do not say to us
that Christmas is here already.
They are simply faint and imper-

* New to Holy Family parish?
* Know someone who is sick or in hospital (or the hospice)?
* Like a visit from the priest?
* Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way?

Please speak to Fr Martin, after Mass or at any convenient time.
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fect pointers to a reality we con-
tinue to await. True, on December
25th we will celebrate a great
Birthday, and give thanks that Je-
sus once came into our world. But
God's promises were not ex-
hausted by that coming. We are
his Easter people, more con-
cerned with why Jesus came, how
he taught us to live, how he
proved himself true on Calvary,
and how he rose, promising to be
with us always, to the end of time.

John the Baptist, in the desert,
pointed the way for Jesus, and
the people were changed by the
expectation John evoked in
them. Let us pray that in our own
small way we too can be John the
Baptists, inspiring others to trust
in a God who will not let them
down. The parties will fade. The
arguments and discord will
resume. But God's promises will
live on forever.
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SACRAMENTAL
PROGRAMME 2011/12
Remaining date for 2011 are as follows:

(Please let Fr Martin or Denise know if you
expect to have any problems getting here)

Saturday 24th December
Parish Celebration of Christmas

7.00pm
(our main family celebration)

Today we light the third

candle on our Advent

Wreath
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Weekday Weekday Weekday Weekday CalendarCalendarCalendarCalendar
Monday: No Service today

Tuesday - Morning Mass: 9.30am, Sacristy
Church cleaning afterwards

Advent Service (with Evening Prayer and Benediction):
7.00-7.30pm, Sacristy

Wednesday - Mass: 8.30am Sacristy

Thursday - Evening Mass: 7.00pm, Sacristy
Music Rehearsal for Christmas afterwards, until 9.00pm

    Friday (day of abstinence) - Lunchtime Mass: 12.30pm, Sacristy

Saturday - Lunchtime Mass: 12.30pm, Sacristy

WE PRAY THIS WEEK
... for the following, for whom Masses will be
offered - the sick: Olga, Jiula, Miranda, Chris-
tine, Veronica and David, Clara, Maureen,
Kathleen, Christine, Mary, Teresa, Winnie, Bill,
Julie, Peggy, Anne-Marie, John, Denis, Marjo-
rie, Denis, Margaret, Marie, Jane, Christine,
Ernest, Elva, Sister Alphonsus, Kathleen, Mar-
garet, Mary and Bridie, Helene and Ann Marie,
---------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------
------------------ and those who have died:
Paul Cox, Neil Warren, Hughie Flynn, Richard
McDermott, Ronald Ruddie, Barry Chinn, Ber-
nard and Brenda Flynn and Giovanni Natale.
We also pray for the Gorman and Conlon
families, John Jennings and a number of Special
Intentions. DEANERY PRAYERS: prayers are
be offered every Sunday in each parish of our
Deanery for the people of one of the parishes.
This week, we pray for the priest and people of
Our Lady & St Paul, and St Joseph, in Heywood.

Mass Mass Mass Mass times times times times at at at at Holy Holy Holy Holy FamilyFamilyFamilyFamily
Saturday (Vigil Mass):   6.30pm
Sunday Morning: 10.00am
                               with Children's Liturgy
   (Tea and Coffee served after morning Mass)

Weekdays: See Calendar, below
Holydays: Eve 7.00pm

  9.30am on the day

Sacrament Sacrament Sacrament Sacrament of of of of ReconciliationReconciliationReconciliationReconciliation
Saturday after Midday Mass, and 6.00-6.15pm,

or at any reasonable time on request.
(Rite II Reconciliation Services are celebrated in Advent and Lent)

Baptisms, Baptisms, Baptisms, Baptisms, Weddings Weddings Weddings Weddings & & & & FuneralsFuneralsFuneralsFunerals
by arrangement (6 months' notice required for weddings)

OFFERTORY Thank you for last week's collection of
£218.09 plus £290 (400 Club).

RETIRING COLLECTION
No retiring collection this week or next.

MAY GOD BLESS YOU ALL
throughout this Advent season and always

FREE SCHOOL BUS PASSES
A final call, from last week. THANK YOU to all those who
signed the petition then, which will be sent off on Monday.

In line with many other Local Authorities, Rochdale is
considering withdrawing free bus passes from pupils
travelling more than three miles to school who could be
accommodated at a school nearer home. (The only excep-
tions would be children in receipt of free school meals,
who would still receive their pass). In the vast majority of
cases, these passes enable families to choose to send their
children to Faith schools like St Cuthbert's, rather than
being forced to choose their local State school. The reality
is that if these passes are withdrawn, some 440 pupils at
St Cuthbert's will have to pay their bus fare - £361 per
pupil per year at present rates - which could both deter
new parents from choosing a Catholic secondary school
and prevent some existing pupils from continuing. Please
take a copy, if you wish, of a letter from Lord Alton ("Why
a local Faith Tax is targeting Catholic parents and their
children") which appeared in last week's "Universe", and
please, if you have not done so already, sign our petition
at the back of Church before you leave. Thank you!

ADVENT RECONCILIATION SERVICES
The remaining Reconciliation Services in the Ro-
chdale area of our Deanery are as follows:

This Tuesday Dec 13th 7.00pm St John's
Monday Dec 19th 7.00pm St Patrick's
Tuesday Dec 20th 7.30pm Sacred Heart

  


